Top 10 Must-See at

peranakan
MUSEUM

\ i
gy
CRly

The beautiful wedding headdress (the blue one with kingfisher feathers
featured here) worn by the bride has auspicious Chinese motifs such as

the Eight Immortals.
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2. Wedding Jewellery
(Gallery 3 — Wedding)

Be amazed by the glitter of Peranakan jewellery such as the belts and kerosangs.

Kerosangs were used to hold their kebayas or blouses together as they did not use
buttons. Wealthy Nonyas had theirs set in diamonds.
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3. Beaded & Embroidered items(outside Gallery 4 - Wedding)
Gather at the area outside the wedding chamber. Take a closer look at the exquisitely beaded and

embroidered objects made by the Nonyas such as shoes and vases using antique beads from Europe.




4. Wedding Chamber
(Gallery 4 - Wedding)

This wedding bed features motifs such as birds,
flowers and insects, which are fertility symbols
associated with the Peranakan Chinese wedding. This
type of bed was commissioned when Peranakan
Chinese families in Penang, Malacca and Singapore
still had traditional 12-day weddings.
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5. Bridal Wedding Garment
(Gallery 5 — Wedding)

The bride and groom’s wedding garments are Chinese. This
rare silk bridal wedding garment features embroidery favoured
by the Peranakan community. Gold thread embroidery on silk
of phoenix, peony and butterflies in pairs were popular motifs.
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6. Sireh Set(Tempat Sireh)
(Gallery 5 — Wedding)
Tempat Sireh were traditionally important in Peranakan culture,
especially to Nyonyas. Besides the pleasure derived from chewing
sireh, it also played an important role in many important rites such as
those in a traditional wedding.
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(. Sarong KebaygGallery 6 — Nonya)

Peranakan girls were highly experimental in creating new designs for their
kebayas. They often looked to picture books for inspiration.
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8. Ancestral rﬁ" -
Altar

(Gallery 7 — Religion)
This ancestral altar once belonged to the family of Tan Kim Seng, a prominent

Peranakan Chinese which was installed in the family mansion, Panglima Prang,
located in the River Valley Road area..
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9. Tok Panjang
(Gallery 9 — Food & Feasting)

Tok Panjang refers to the feast
laid out on long rectangular
tables often found in Peranakan
Chinese homes. This special
dinner set features the Chinese
character Yap and once
belonged to kapitan Cina Yap
Ah Loy — the founder of the city
of Kuala Lumpur. They were used on
special occasions such as weddings.
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10. Porcelain(Gallery 9 — Food & Feasting)

The Peranakans used porcelain ware from China to serve food.
Rare pieces in the museum include kamchengs, finger bowls and
plates in lively hues of pink and turquoise, decorated with phoenix
and peony motifs.
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Suggested Follow-up Activities for Students

Get students teelect their favourite artefact during their museum visit and wrte a short
description of it, highlighting its interesting elements, together with its photo (or drawarg)ct
Students can come together and guess each other’s choices based on the des@aipghegdear.

Get students teelate the above Top 10 artefacts to aspects of Peranakan life/cultuaed ask
students to create and write a short story behind one of the artefacts.

Get students taentify Peranakan motifs that can be found on various Peranakan objects and findout
their symbolism For example, insect motifs such as butterflies can be found at the wedding ichanfpe
and on Peranakan porcelaonyaware They symbolise abundance and fertility.

Find more interestingo-It-Yourself Activities (Self-Guided) at

http://www.peranakanmuseum.org.sg/learning/learning.asp
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